
  

 

 

A Message from Marina   

October 2019 

Dear Neighbor,  

 
Fall is my favorite season in Wisconsin! Have you heard about our 
big budget news? The County Executive included the planning and 
design funds I requested to expand the South Shore Terrace and 
improve the northern storage area of the building. This project will 
bring us more enjoyable space and more revenue to the county! 

 

Speaking of the budget, you can view the County Executive’s pro-
posed budget and see the timeline for adoption in this e-news, and 
you can have your voice heard at my town hall meeting with Super-
visor Haas and at the County Board public hearing. 

 

Lastly, it has been fun seeing so many of you in our wonderful 
neighborhood! From the Bay View Bash, to the Beulah Brinton 
Open House to speaking at the Time of the Month Club, we have 
been busy! It is always my pleasure to serve our district. 

 

 
 

 

County Board Supervisor, District 4 

 

Supervisor 

Marina Dimitrijevic 

Milwaukee County 

Board of Supervisors 

901 N. 9th Street, RM 201 

Milwaukee, WI 53233 

Phone: 414-278-4232 

marina.dimitrijevic@milwaukeecountywi.gov 

 

SAVE THE DATE  
(Details on all events inside) 

 

Now through October 20: China Lights 

October 16-29: Pumpkin Pavilion in Humboldt Park 

October 26: Last South Shore Farmer’s Market this year! 

October 28: Budget Town Hall at Humboldt Park 

November 4: Public Budget Hearing 

 

http://county.milwaukee.gov/dimitrijevic
http://www.facebook.com/ChairwomanMarinaDimitrijevic
http://www.flickr.com/photos/chairwomanmarinadimitrijevic
http://county.milwaukee.gov/dimitrijevic


  

 

Milwaukee County District Updates 

BIG NEWS! South Shore Terrace Expansion Planned 
 
Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic joined Parks Director Guy Smith to announce that the proposed 2020 
Milwaukee County budget includes the funding Marina requested for the planning and design of an 
expanded South Shore Terrace beer garden 

For over a decade, Supervisor Dimitrijevic has energetically helped deliver county resources to revi-
talize South Shore Park and other parks in her district. In recent months she has strongly advocated 
for the expansion of the South Shore Terrace, including the long overdue remodeling of the north 
side of the South Shore Pavilion, which is currently used for storage. 

“The planning funds proposed in the 2020 county budget will help us 
double the capacity of the beer garden while activating the unused 
northern storage area. If you like the South Shore Terrace now, you will 
love this expansion which will bring even more revenue to our county 
and continue to keep South Shore a regional asset for all to enjoy.” 

The project addresses the last area 
of South Shore Park that has not 
been improved during Dimitri-
jevic’s tenure. Its renewal will 
complete what has been a decade 
of renaissance in the South Shore. 
 
“Thank you to County Executive 
Abele for including the funding 
needed to start the process of ex-
panding the successful South 
Shore beer garden in my district,” 
said Supervisor Marina Dimitri-
jevic.  

Supervisor Dimitrijevic encour-
aged County Executive Abele to 
include at least $50,000 in his pro-
posed 2020 budget for planning 
and design work of the South 
Shore Pavilion’s beer garden, 
known as the South Shore Terrace.  

 



  

 

Milwaukee County Board Updates 

Upgrades, Renovation Plans for the Domes 
  

The Domes Task Force has recommended an 
exciting plan to restore and improve our 
Mitchell Park Domes. You can view the 
full 159-page plan here, or the brief-
er PowerPoint here. We held a public hear-
ing on the plan and response was very posi-
tive.  

I want to hear from you. Take my brief sur-
vey to let me know what you think about the new plan.  

 

Milwaukee County’s Free Birth Certificate Program 
Expanding Voting Access and Youth Employment 

 

Milwaukee County's Free Birth Certifi-
cate Program will continue through the 
end of this year. 
 
The Board of Supervisors provided fund-
ing in the 2019 county budget to cover 
the cost of accessing and printing 1,000 
birth certificates. In response to public 

interest, Register of Deeds Israel Ramon approved funding for an additional 400 birth 
certificates through the end of the 2019. The Free Birth Certificate Program helps peo-
ple get a photo ID for voting purposes, or, for youth aged 15-21, to apply for a job. 
 
The program is available to anyone born in Wisconsin. 
 
Those who wish to take advantage of the Free Birth Certificate Program can stop in to 
the Register of Deeds office at the Milwaukee County Courthouse, located at 901 N. 9th 
Street, Room 103, or by visiting http://bit.ly/MKEBirthCert for more information. 
 
It typically takes 10-15 minutes to request and receive a copy of a birth certificate in 
person after an application has been completed and submitted. 

https://milwaukeecounty.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7583738&GUID=C8B57FBB-0485-45BE-B51E-18C09365F2BE
https://milwaukeecounty.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7590276&GUID=220EDB15-5534-481D-AA8B-5EAF7735AC79
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TVD96HL
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TVD96HL
http://bit.ly/MKEBirthCert


  

 

Milwaukee County Board Updates 

Milwaukee County Ends Contract Over Vendor's Actions At Southern Border  
By Corinne Hess/WPR  
 
Milwaukee County is ending its 25-year relationship with a national nonprofit 
organization because of the group's operations at the southern border of 
the United States. 
 
On Sept. 19, the Milwaukee County Department of Health & Human Services 
(DHHS) sent a letter to Austin, Texas-based Southwest Key terminating their 
contracts totaling  $2.5 million in 2018.  Southwest Key currently operates the 
county's "JEDI" program, which is a substance abuse day treatment program for 
teens who are typically 15 to 17 years old. That contract runs through the end 
of 2019. 
 
The organization also operated a GPS monitoring program for trouble 
youth. That contract is currently in the process of being renewed. Southwest 
Key submitted a request for proposal and was informed they will not be reconsidered. 

Southwest Key also had two smaller agreements: Reach (Wraparound) 
Fee-for-Service Agreement and a Fee-for-Service Agreement for six 
services under the Children's Court Services Network.  Milwaukee 
County Executive Chris Abele said although Southwest Key has done 
good work locally, the practices they profit from at the southern bor-
der are "cruel, unnecessary and unlawful." 

"The cruel and inhumane treatment of children in some of the South-
west Key facilities does not align with who we are or what we believe 

in, and I am proud to take a stand for decency, justice and the values we all share as Americans," Abele said in a written statement. 

Southwest Key currently employs about 40 people in Milwaukee County. Mary Jo Meyers, DHHS director, said she will work to find those 
employees jobs with other county contractors. 

Southwest Key's shelters for unaccompanied minor are part of a federal shelter system that was created in 1997 as a result of the Flores 
Settlement Agreement. That agreement set limits on the amount of time and conditions under which children can be incarcerated in immi-
gration detention. 

Southwest Key operates 26 shelters for unaccompanied minors, with the majority along the U.S. border in Texas and Arizona. Those shelters 
are funded by the Federal Department of Health and Human Services. 

Neil Nowlin, a spokesman for Southwest Key, said his organization doesn’t make the decisions when it comes to immigration policy. He said 
the shelter care Southwest Key is doing is not new. 

"What is new is the current dialogue on immigration and the distorted view some have of the services we provide," Nowlin said. "Refusing to 
care for an unaccompanied minor would likely have meant more time languishing in Border Patrol facilities. That was unacceptable to us as 
it would inflict more trauma on a child. It's disappointing that (Milwaukee County) would end our long-standing and successful partnership, 
but we are hopeful we can resume conversations about our work and services in the near future." 

Milwaukee County officials said they will not reconsider a contract with Southwest Key. 

Milwaukee County Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic said she contacted DHHS after a constituent raised concerns about the company profiting 
directly from family separation and detention policies. 

"Milwaukee County should not be in the business of contracting with anyone that profits from the Trump administration's divisive and inhu-
mane family separation and detention policies," Dimitrijevic said. "I commend the administration for terminating our partnership with this 
billion dollar family separation empire." 

Meyers said she hopes the county's decision will prompt others to terminate their contracts with Southwest Key. 

"I commend the administration for 

terminating our partnership with 

this billion-dollar family separation 

empire," said Dimitrijevic. 

https://www.wpr.org/sites/default/files/swk_milwco_sept2019.pdf
https://southwestkey.org/shelters/
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/flores-settlement-brief-history-and-next-steps
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/flores-settlement-brief-history-and-next-steps


  

 

Milwaukee County Board Updates 

Time of the Month Club Donation Drive 
 
It was an honor to speak at the United Way recently to supporters of the Time of the 
Month Club about our efforts to address menstrual equity in Milwaukee County. Special 
thanks to Time of the Month Club founder Jan Wilberg for her tireless advocacy efforts 
year-round to restore dignity to people who are enduring personal hardship in Milwau-
kee County.  
 
I’m proud that our legislation to provide menstrual hygiene products in Milwaukee 
County’s busiest buildings is working to end inequities. The Time of the Month Club 
helps bring dignity to women without housing in our community.  

 
You can drop off menstrual hygiene 
product donations for people in need to 
the Milwaukee County Board lobby 
throughout the month.  

 



  

 

Milwaukee County Updates 

Journey House Celebrates 50th Anniversary 
 

50 years ago, Journey House 
opened their doors to serve 
the community and they are 
still going strong, serving 8,916 
participants in 2018.   
 
Journey House’s work benefits 
children and families in Mil-
waukee’s near South Side. I am 
grateful for Dr. Michelle Bria’s 
leadership and was happy to  
take part in honoring the im-
portance of Journey House for 
our South Side families.   
 

Thank you, Journey House! Happy Anniversary from all of us. 
 

Beulah Brinton House Grand Opening 
Congratulations to the Bay View His-
torical Society on the grand opening 
of the newly renovated Historic Beu-
lah Brinton House! 
 
Built in 1872 this treasure preserves 
the rich history of Bay View for all to 
enjoy.  
 
As our neighborhood changes, we 
must remember our past and pre-
serve the beautiful character that 
makes our Bay View wonderful. 
 
Thanks to the Bay View Historical So-
ciety for preserving our rich and sto-
ried South Side history. 



  

 

Milwaukee County Parks Updates 

Take the Survey: MKE Bike/Walk Sign Plan 
 

We’re working with the City of Milwaukee to create standard directional signs for on and off road 
bicycle trails. Prototypes of possible signs have been placed at Gordon Park and Kozy Park —and 
we want to hear from you. Take the survey to see the prototype designs and select your favorites! 
 
English: https://bit.ly/2kCYPLn      Spanish: https://bit.ly/2mzdPKF 

https://bit.ly/2kCYPLn
https://bit.ly/2mzdPKF


  

 

Marina in the Community 

Bay View Bash another Success! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was so excited to be able to spend the day supporting the Bay View Bash again this 
year. We shared our table with Supervisor Haas and his family, and it was so fun to be 
able to meet and say hello to so many of you and your families. Thanks to all who 
stopped by to share your thoughts and thanks for improving our district. It was a truly 
great day, and I am so happy to have this successful event in our district.  
 
In the afternoon, I even was able to pour beers at the Lakefront tent to support Bay 
View Montessori, where my son Rafael attends K-3.  
 



  

 

Milwaukee County Budget Update 

2020 Budget: Balancing our Budget and Getting a Fair Deal 

Thanks to everyone who came out to learn more about our County’s work on its structural deficit 
last month. If you couldn’t make it you can catch up here: www.milwaukee.gov/fairdeal.  

 

Setting and adopting a balanced 
2020 budget will be a difficult pro-
cess of many hard choices. Choic-
es about where to cut - instead of 
where to invest - due to a lack of 
adequate revenue. Available fund-
ing for next year is $15 million less 
than what we need to maintain 
services and operations at current 
levels, which means we must cut 
$15 million to balance the 2020 
budget. 

 

It's important for all county resi-
dents to know that the root cause 
of our annual budgeting challeng-
es is a structural deficit, which 
leads to a lack of adequate reve-
nue. In other words, the cost of county operations - providing services, staffing and maintaining 
facilities - goes up every year due to inflation, but those costs increase at a faster pace than avail-
able funding sources can keep up. 

 

Due to this structural deficit, Milwaukee County has cut a cumulative $278 million out of its budg-
ets since 2012, an average of $30 million each year. These kinds of cuts are unsustainable, which 
is why County Board Chairman Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., launched the Fair Deal initiative over a 
year ago. 

 

The Fair Deal proposal offers a number of solutions for fixing the problem of inadequate revenue. 
One of those solutions is to give Milwaukee County voters control over the decision to bring in 
additional revenue, through a binding referendum that could be held as soon as next spring. 

 

 

http://www.milwaukee.gov/fairdeal


  

 

Milwaukee County Budget Update 

Budget Timeline 

On October 1 the County Executive released his budget proposal to the Board. You can read it 

here.  Over the past week the Comptroller’s office studied the budget and released a long report  

on what  it cuts, what it keeps, and what other changes are being made. That report was released 

October 7 and is available here.  

For the next several weeks the Finance and Audit Committee 

will hear departmental reports and consider proposed 

amendments. Supervisors will hold public hearings and town 

halls, and the Board will vote to adopt the budget in Novem-

ber.  

 

Please join us at our district’s town hall at Humboldt Park 

10/28 (flyer next page) and feel free to stop in to testify at 

our annual public hearing on 11/4 at the Marcus Center 

(flyer on the following page).  

 

https://county.milwaukee.gov/files/county/administrative-services/PSB/BudgetsCopy-1/2020-Budget/2020-Recommended-Budget/2020RecommendedBudget.pdf
https://county.milwaukee.gov/files/county/administrative-services/PSB/BudgetsCopy-1/2020-Budget/2020-Recommended-Budget/2020RecommendedBudget.pdf
https://milwaukeecounty.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4152050&GUID=04B124FA-9547-4075-BB68-77F6F490821E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=2020


  

 

Milwaukee County Budget News 

Budget Time Is Here—I Want to Hear from You! 

 

 



  

 

Milwaukee County Budget News 

2020 Budget Public Hearing Scheduled—Save the Date! 



  

 

Milwaukee County Parks Events   

Bay View Pumpkin Pavilion 
 



  

 

Milwaukee County Parks Events 

China Lights Runs through 10/20   

This year’s China Lights is all new.  We have made a ton of improvements, from better 

shuttle service and parking to more food and beverage choices. Get your tickets today:  http://

www.chinalights.org/tickets/  

 

 

 

http://www.chinalights.org/tickets/?fbclid=IwAR0nNTiwVliett_hyTobISVlYPMMk_Yo2aL_W3pYWJCesdOjBYGHUppfPcI
http://www.chinalights.org/tickets/?fbclid=IwAR0nNTiwVliett_hyTobISVlYPMMk_Yo2aL_W3pYWJCesdOjBYGHUppfPcI


  

 

Milwaukee County Parks Events   

 


